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MOTORING

THE Buw M catalogue
has a hidden gem in the
form of the M340d xDrive.
A model with residual sales
that proves we are coming
up short in this whole elec-
tric revolution.

Let’s get one thing out of
the way first: this car, as
tested, costs €111,000. That
is way too much money for
a diesel 3 Series, no matter
how you look at it, no matter
how good the car is (and this
car is very, very good). Obvi-
ously, you may think BMW
is pushing the envelope
here, but the truth is some-
what different: the car costs
around €70,000 - the rest
goes straight to the taxman.

Together, car tax (ISV) and
VAT represent almost 60% of
what you pay BMW for dec-
ades of investment, develop-
ment, evolution, innovation
- or, in one word, progress.
It does seem like something
is wrong here, doesn’t it?
The government might as
well ban this car - because,
at €111,000, no one is going
to buy one. I don’t remember
the last time I saw one on
the road and I tend to notice
them, believe me.

I have a journalist friend
who knows more about cars
than me who says this kind
of car - a very powerful die-
sel saloon - is a dinosaur
and, therefore, it doesn’t
really matter what it costs,
as it is irrelevant in the
ongoing transition to elec-
tric mobility.

HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT

Guilherme Marques

It’s not hard to see he and
[ have different views on
the subject. He thinks the
world should go fully elec-
tric; I think the world would
go mad if that happened. He
thinks diesel cars are too big
a polluter to exist; I think
electric cars are too big a
polluter to be the answer
governments are trying to
sell us. That discussion is
healthy but endless.

What I want to say is this:
it really is a pity we have to
pay almost 60% tax on top
of the €70,000 BMW wants
for the M340d, because this
is, quite simply, the best
diesel car on sale today.
The best. It has a nice ring
to it, doesn’t it? To be the
best at something.

It seems like a waste that
more people are not driving
this car. BMW was a mas-
ter of diesel technology and
although it is frowned upon
today - for right but also
very wrong reasons - the
truth is it’s still here, it’s still
the best solution for some-
one who does a lot of high-
way kilometres a year. It
offers an unbeatable blend
of torque, performance and
average fuel consumption.

The M340d xDrive is the
only diesel car in the M cat-
alogue and likely to be the
last one ever built, as I don’t
see the Bavarians replac-
ing it for the next genera-
tion, where everything is
going to be electric, pet-
rol or petrol-hybrid. It uses

BMW’s incredible 3-litre die-
sel, putting out an amazing
340 horsepower and 700Nm
of torque through all four
wheels (to put thatinto some
perspective, BMW’s own
5-litre V10 of 20 years ago
may have had 507 horses but
could ‘only’ muster 500Nm
of torque). That means this
diesel saloon is capable
of not only 4.6 seconds to
100km/h, with a limited top
speed of 250km/h, but an
indicated average fuel con-
sumption of 6 litres/100km
as well. No other current
performance car is capable
of both these numbers, notin
real world-driving anyway.
The 8-speed automatic
gearbox is magnificent and
there is even launch control

mode, because, well, there is
an M badge to be honoured
here. Mainly though, this is
a car that has nothing to do
with diesels of old. It is super

‘The M340d is
the best diesel
car on sale
today. In the
world. By some
margin. I wished
more people
could drive one
and understand
why and how it
still makes total
sense in 2025’

quiet, extremely refined and
a true pleasure to drive at
any speed.

The handling is absolutely
fantastic too. The way it
behaves mid-corner when
the weight transfer is more
pronounced is something
else - the 3 Series always
had an amazing chassis -
whereas the four-wheel
drive system feels natural
and progressive.

The ride is very good, but
naturally busier than other
models in the range with
much less performance.
The suspension controls
the body movements with
a beautiful fluidity - even
with the whole family, the
dog and the bags on board.
The ability to cover ground
is actually scary ... for your
driver’s license, as you have
to be extremely careful to
keep within the legal limits

at any given situation. Those
700Nm of torque can do
magic after all.

Apart from that, it's a 3
Series. Practical, small(ish)
by today’s standards and
aesthetically pleasing. The
interior is high-quality and
the infotainment one of the
best in the business.

If the M340d xDrive is a
dinosaur then take me to
Jurassic Park because I love
this car. And [ know exactly
the one thing that could
make it even cooler than
it is - and I think for all its
non-conformity, rarity and
unique personality it is very
cool. The Touring version.
The wagon. Everything this
car is but in a more family-
oriented style. You can keep
all your EVs, hybrids and the
likes. ABMW M340d Touring
xDrive might just be my per-
fect carin 2025.
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CAR DEALERSHIP

Mercedes Benz E 300 de

Year 2024

5 seats
Hybrid Petrol
22 037 kms
1993 cc

313 hp

Auto Gear

968 641372 | 965 827 473
geralautoalmeida@hotmail.com
N125 - Valverde - Guia

Finance | part-exchange
We buy your car

www.autoalmeida.pt
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